
 

                                                                                                                                                                August 2018 
 

Principal’s Den 
Dear Lowell Families and Patrons,  

 
Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year! I just love this time of year as 

students and staff feel rejuvenated and are eager to return to school. They are a 
welcome sight, filling the halls with smiles and laughter. It’s going to be an 
amazing year!  
 

 
 
Just a friendly reminder, our Sneak Peek is on Friday this week, August 17th from 3 to 4 p.m. During Sneak 
Peek students and their families are invited to come to Lowell to visit their classroom, drop off school supplies 

and meet their teacher prior to school starting.  First day for students is Monday, August 20, 2018. The first day 
of school will be an early release day.  For additional, see Important Dates below.  
 
Our Facilities and Operation Paint Team have been working hard repainting hallways this 

year and our Lowell Custodial Team have been busy cleaning hallways, classrooms and 
touching up paint in the classrooms. The building looks refreshed and polished. If you get 
the opportunity please share some words of appreciation to these two teams.   
 

In addition to new paint, we have some new staff members or new to their position starting this year.  
 

● Tammy Taylor- Full Day Kindergarten Teacher 
● Katie Barry-½ Day Kindergarten Teacher 

● Rebecca Auston - 2nd Grade Teacher 
● Lisa Pom Arleau - PE Teacher (Tuesday/Thursday) 
● Cecilia Vega - Excel Para Support Teacher 
● Katelyn Kensley - Food Service Assistant Supervisor 

● Joan Knudson - Food Service 
● Luis Fausto-Behavioral Support Specialist (BSS) 
● Amber Bennett - Extended Resource Room (ERR) Para  
● Elizabeth Congham - Extended Resource Room (ERR) Para 
● Sarah Heiner - Just For Kids (JFK) Supervisor 

● Teri Mendes - Part-time Playground Support 
 

We will definitely miss the staff from last year, but we wish them well in their next adventures.  
 

 



This year, two more community partners have joined our Lowell family, the Stem 

Institute and Girls on the Run. The STEM Institute will be offering before school 
STEM classes throughout the year on Fridays. There is a cost for students to attend 
the class. The first class will begin Friday, September 7, 2018 from 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
(see attached flyer below).  Girls on the Run Treasure Valley will be joining us 

this year. The programming starts the week of August 27th and concludes 
November 1st. This program will be offered on Tuesday and Thursdays after 
school from 4:00-5:15 p.m.  (Please see the attached flyer for more information.) 
 

Looking ahead to next week, our PTA team will hosting Coffee in the Courtyard on the first 

day of school, Monday, August 20, 2018 starting at 8:30 and ending at 9:30 a.m. They will 
be located near the bike cage. Coffee in the Courtyard is a great time to mingle and socialize 
with other Lowell parents. It’s also a great time to meet our PTA members for the 2018-2019 

school year. 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity and let our 6th grade parents know that we recently made scheduling change, 
Honors Math will be taught within the school day instead of before school. This means that honors students will 

not need to come to Lowell before school hours to receive honors math instruction. The honors 6/7 mathematics 
is comprised of all of the general 6th grade content along with three 7th grade units. These units include 1) 
probability, 2) Negative Numbers, and 3) Statistics and Bivariate Data.  
 

Each day, 6th grade is provided a 90 minutes math block. This block will be split into two 45-minute sessions. 
The first 45 minutes will be focused on general 6th grade content. The second 45 minutes block will be used for 
tiered grouping. During this tiered grouping time students in Honors will receive the 6/7 content. There are a 
few benefits to this set up. First, no students will miss instruction because they cannot meet before school. 

Second, there are roughly 40 lessons between the three 7th grade units which equates out to about a lesson (or 
big idea) a week. As a team and the support from our District Math Coach we believe this approach will best 
meet the needs in 6th grade this year.  If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to the 
6th grade team. 

 

• I have also, attached new policy changes that will be implemented this school year.  
Please, please take the time to read through each policy as it does affect what visitors will 
need in order to enter the building. In addition to supporting new district policy, Lowell has 

created a welcoming sitting area in the front lobby, as district employees will be the only 
ones allowed to enter the office area. The staff and I look forward to working together, as we 
make this transition into the school year.  
 

Families, I encourage you to check the Lowell calendar for constant updates of events taking place at Lowell.   

• Lowell Calendar Link: http://lowell.boiseschools.org/calendars 

• Lowell Current Event link: http://lowell.boiseschools.org/about_us/monthly_events 

• Lowell’s home page link: http://lowell.boiseschools.org/  
 
Again, thank you in advance for your partnership and your continued partnership and support.  We could not do 
what we do without all of you!  Again, we hope you and your child can attend our Sneak Peek this week.   

 
Your Principal 
Dr. Adria David 
 

 
 
 

http://lowell.boiseschools.org/calendars
http://lowell.boiseschools.org/about_us/monthly_events
http://lowell.boiseschools.org/


 

Important Dates and Events 

 
August 17th Sneak Peek, 3:00-4:00 pm 
August 20th First Day of School 

Coffee in the Courtyard, 8:30-9:30 am 
School Hours: 
Student Drop off: 8:45 
Bell Rings: 9:10 

Early Release 1:45 pm (half day Kindergarten released at 11:00 AM) 
  
August 30th Back to School Night, 6:00-7:30 pm 
  
September 3rd Labor Day, no school 

 
September 28th School Carnival, 5:30-7:30 pm 

**Food trucks will be on site 30 minutes before event begins 
 

 

District: What is Happening? 

 
Dear Boise School District Parent/Guardian: 

 
Boise School District is pleased to announce that we will begin using a new state -of-the art security visitor 
management system known as the Raptor Visitor Management System in all of our schools to strengthen our 
program of campus safety for students and faculty.  Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing who is in 

our schools at all times, and the Raptor system will allow us to do that.  The Raptor system will better allow us to 
screen visitors in our schools and provide us with a safer environment for our students and staff.   
 

Upon entering a district building, visitors will be asked to present an ID such as a Driver’s License, which can either 
be scanned or manually entered into the system.  If a parent or guardian for any reason does not have a US 
government-issued ID, the school staff member can use any form of identification and manually enter the person’s 

name into the Raptor system.  Once entry is approved, Raptor will issue a badge that identifies the visitor, the 
date, and the purpose of his/her visit.  A visitor’s badge will not be necessary for those who visit our schools simply 
to drop off an item in the office or pick up paperwork.  Once your identification is scanned at one of our school 

sites, it will not need to be scanned again. 
 
The safety of our students is our highest priority and the Raptor visitor management system allows us to quickly 

identify those that may present a danger to our students.  Thank you in advance for your understanding and your 
support in enhancing the school safety protocols in your Boise School District.  
 



 

Visitor Policy 

Policy 3310 

Safe and Secure Learning/Work Environment 

The Board holds the safety of every student, employee and school visitor as one of its highest  

priorities. A safe and secure learning/work environment for students, staff and visitors is required in order to 

maximize educational opportunities. While the Board cannot guarantee elimination of all threats, the Board 

directs and supports the administration in the implementation of policies and procedures which are designed to 

reduce and minimize safety risks. The Board requires that all conduct that is reasonably suspected to be a crime 

or serious incident which did or may compromise the safety and security of the Di strict learning/work 

environment be reported to the Superintendent or designee. The Superintendent or designee will collect and 

analyze this data to identify problem areas and develop prevention/intervention strategies, policies and/or 

procedures to continually improve the safety of the school environment. In addition, all suspected crimes will be 

reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency. Whenever appropriate, the District will cooperate with 

other individuals, businesses, organizations, or governmental entities to promote a safe community for the 

betterment of all children. 

 

Policy 3311 

Visitor Identification 

The Board encourages and welcomes parents/guardians and other individuals with legitimate school business to 

visit and be a part of school events. To protect the safety of students from unauthorized persons or illegal 

activity, all visitors must sign in at the school office and wear an identification badge during their visit. Signs shall 

be posted at each entry way in each school building requiring all visitors to report to the school office during 

school hours. Individuals who fail to comply with this policy may be questioned, asked to leave, referred to the 

appropriate law enforcement agency and/or denied further access. 

 

 

 
For the 2018-2019 school year, Lowell Just For Kids will not run any kindergarten sessions.  The site will still be 

open for before and after school care, but will not have a program to provide care for half day kindergarten 
students.  This was not an easy decision, but unfortunately there was no choice as there are  not enough families 
enrolling in the kinder sessions to keep a session open.  For additional information please contact Alison 
Giachetti, Program Coordinator for Just for Kids at (208) 854-6722. 

 
 
 

 
 



STUDENT THREAT ASSESSMENT 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Boise Independent School District is committed to creating and maintaining school 

environments in which the emotional and physical safety of students, staff, parents and 

others is a priority. Schools cannot ignore any threat of violence. When threat making 

behaviors occur schools initiate a process called Threat Assessment. 

 

Each school has a threat assessment team that is multidisciplinary. The team will include an 

administrator, school psychologist and school counselor; in certain situations the team may be 

expanded to include a social worker, teacher, school nurse and school resource officer (SRO).  

 

What is a Threat? 

A threat is an expression of intent to do harm or act out violently against someone or 

something. Threats may come in many forms, such as verbal, written, drawn, posted on the internet 

(social media) or made by gesture.     

 

If your child comes home and reports a perceived threat, please notify the school administration 

immediately or call 208-343-COPS.  

 

The Threat Assessment Process 

When schools learn of threat making behaviors, administration will activate the Threat Assessment 

Process. Once this has been activated, interviews may be held with the student(s), the threat maker, 

parents and staff to determine the level of risk and to develop an appropriate response to the incident. 

Based on level of threat a Safety Intervention plan may be developed with the threat assessment team 

and shared with parents of the student that made the threats. 

 

To ensure the physical and emotional safety of everyone, it is important for all parties to 

engage in the process. The threat assessment process will take place to ensure a safe and caring 

learning environment for all. 

 

Should you have further questions about the threat assessment process, please contact your building 

principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Partners 

 



 
When: September 7th - November 16th 

Location: Lowell Elementary School, in the Cafeteria 
Grades: 2nd - 4th  

Time: 8:00 am -9:00 a.m. 
Cost: $96 for all 8 classes, $12 per class 

Register at: www.stemstitute.com/classes 
 

 


